
AP Literature Summer Reading 
-- 
Required:  
Thomas Hardy’s Far from the Madding Crowd 
 
Extra Credit:  
Kurt Vonnegut’s Player Piano 
 
 
Be advised: doing the extra credit will not compensate for skipping the Hardy novel. For clarification, let me put 
that another way: Far from… will have 90% more weight than Player Piano. 
 
The Hardy assessment will most likely occur on the second day of school. The bonus work will need to be 
completed by the end of that first week on your own time (it will most likely not be done in class). 
 
Please note that a substandard performance on a summer reading assessment is not a reason to drop the class. 
Doing so would be the equivalent of stutter-stepping at the beginning of a marathon and dropping out of the race 
for that reason.  
 
What’s the point of summer reading? To be successful against your competition (students spread across the 
Western Hemisphere), it is imperative to have as many novels and plays under your belt as possible. There’s only 
so much we can do throughout the year, so this can really help you. I believe one good book is worth your 
attention; more than that would be overkill at this stage. The Vonnegut book is simply offered for extra credit – if 
only two people read it, that’s great. If eighty read, great!  
 
[Every year the bonus book is one of the works chosen by UIL for academic competition; they always qualify as 
“works of literary merit” demanded by the College Board].   
 
-- 
 
The following IS NOT a summer assignment, but you should read this carefully: 
 
The first assignment of the year has always been the submission of your most problematic college application 
essay: the essay you are most intimidated by, blocked on, confused by, or the one you find to be only answerable 
by the most boring, cliché responses… these are the essays you should consider doing for this assignment. You 
don’t need help on the easy prompts. You need to know ahead of time that this process is a big part of the first six 
weeks. If yours are done early, you can turn them in on the first day of school, though the actual due date will be in 
early September. This will be a graded assignment. In 2018 it equaled three quiz grades.  
 
You will only turn in one, so choose wisely. Near the end of the first six weeks I may be able to look at others 
outside of assignments/grades. By that point we should be near the end of the mass revision process and I could 
have that kind of time for extras. Until then, know that the corrections/suggestions I make on your official essay 
should be carried over to the essays I’m not seeing.  
 
This process is a service to you (and frankly, for some of you, it’s more for your parents). The weighty grade is 
simply incentive to actually do it, which is the purpose of most, if not all, grades. However, it also functions as an 
introduction to my standards. The lessons you learn on this initial writing assignment should be carried throughout 
the rest of the year and into the rest of your academic and professional life.  
 
Papers are graded in the order they are received on this project. Someone who turns one in on the first day of 
school may get it back as early as the next day, so if you want to submit an application ASAP while still going 
through this process (highly recommended), have it done before I officially announce the assignment in class. 


